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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 7 are presented for examination. 

SPECIFICATION 

2. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

CLAIM OBJECTIONS 

3. The claims are objected to because: 

'the contents' lacks clear antecedent basis - claim 1, line 1; 
'initialisation' is not spelled correctly - claim 1,10; and, 
'the fist' is not spelled correctly - claim 6. 

35 USC §101 

4. 35 U.S.C 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 16-17 are directed toward a computer software, per se, because they are being 
claimed without embodiment on a computer readable medium for execution by a computer 
processor, are considered to be directed merely towards 'functional descriptive material', which 
by itself is not statutory subject matter. 
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35 USC § 102(b) 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fox. 

8. Fox teaches the invention (claim 1) including a method for comparing the contents of 
memory components comprised by a first and a second electronic device, the electronic devices 
being configured to establish a data transmission connection between each other and comprising 
device identifiers, the method comprising: 

determining the device identifiers of the first and the second electronic device as index 
numbers, first checksum value relating to an earlier data transmission event and second 
checksum values relating to a second data transmission event (e.g., see col. 6, line 39 to col. 7, 
line 27); 

transmitting from the first electronic device to the second electronic device an 
initialization message having at least the first device identifier and the first checksum value and 
the second checksum value or information for determining the checksums (e.g., see Figures 5-8 
and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36); 

comparing the device identifiers of the first and the second electronic device, the first 
checksum values and the second checksum values with each other (e.g., see Figures 6-7), as a 
result of which: 
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the contents of the memory components are caused to correspond to each other as a 
response to the device identifiers, the first checksum values or the second checksum values not 
corresponding to each other (e.g., see Figures 6-7). 

As to claim 2, Fox teaches noting that the contents of the memory components 
correspond to each other as a response to the device identifiers, the first checksum values and the 
second checksum values corresponding to each other (e.g., see Figures 6-7). 

As to claim 3, Fox teaches the first and/or second checksum value comprising the device 
identifier (e.g., see Figure 5 and col. 7, lines 1 1-27). 

As to claim 4, Fox teaches determining the device identifiers of the first and the second 
electronic devise and/or the first checksum values by accessing them or information for 
determining them from the memory of the electronic device (e.g., see Figure 5 and col. 7, lines 
11-27). 

As to claim 5, Fox teaches determining the device identifier of the second electronic 
device and the first and second checksum value as a response to the second electronic device 
having received the initialization message (e.g., see Figure 6 and col. 7, lines 28-55). 

As to claim 6, Fox teaches transmitting from the second electronic device to the first 
electronic device an acknowledgement message having at least the device identifier of the 
second electronic device as well as the first and the second checksum value or information for 
determining them as a response to the device identifier of the second electronic device and the 
first and the second checksum value having been determined (e.g., see Figures 6-8 and col. 7, 
line 27 to col. 8, line 37). 

As to claim 7, Fox teaches comparing the first checksum values as a response to the 

device identifiers corresponding to each other , as a result of which: 
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the contents of the memory components are caused to correspond to each other as a 
response to the first checksum values not corresponding to each other (e.g., see Figures 6-7). 

As to claim 8, Fox teaches comparing the second checksum values as a response to the 
first checksum values corresponding to each other, as a result of which: 

the contents of the memory components of the memory components are caused to 
correspond to each other as a response to the second checksum values not corresponding to each 
other (e.g., see Figures 6-7). 

As to claim 9, Fox teaches comparing the second checksum values as a response to the 
first checksum values corresponding to each other, as a result of which: 

the acknowledgement message is retransmitted as a response to the second checksum 
values not corresponding to each other (e.g., see Figures 6-8 and col. 7, line 27 to col. 8, line 37). 
9. Fox teaches the invention (claim 10) as claimed including a system having at least the 
first and the second electronic device, the electronic devices having device identifiers and means 
for establishing a data transmission connection to the second electronic device, wherein, 

the first and the second electronic device are configured to determine the device 
identifiers, first checksum values relating to an earlier data transmission event and second 
checksum values relating to a second data transmission event (e.g., see Figures 6-7); 

the first electronic device is configured to transmit to the second electronic device an 
initialization message having at least the first device identifier and the first and the second 
checksum value or information for determining them (e.g., see Figure 6 and col. 7, lines 28-55); 

the first and/or the second electronic device is/are configured to compare the device 

identifiers of the first and the second electronic device, the first checksum values and the second 

checksum values (e.g., see Figures 6-8); as a result of which: 
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the first and/or the second electronic device is/are configured to cause the contents of the 
memory components to correspond to each other as a response to the device identifiers, the first 
checksum values or he second checksum values not corresponding to each other (e.g., see 
Figures 6-8 and col. 7, line 27 to col. 8, line 37). 

As to claim 11, Fox teaches the fist and/or the second electronic device is/are configured 
to note that the contents of the memory components correspond to each other as a response to the 
device identifiers, the first checksum values and the second checksum values corresponding to 
each other (e.g., see Figures 6-7). 

As to claim 12, Fox teaches the first and/or the second checksum value comprise/s the 
device identifier (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36). 
10. Fox teaches the invention (claim 13) as claimed including an electronic device having a 
memory component, a device identifier and means for establishing a data transmission 
connection to a second electronic device, wherein the electronic device comprises: 

means for determining the device identifier, a first checksum value relating to an earlier 
data transmission event and a second checksum value relating to a second data transmission 
event (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36); 

means for receiving the device identifier of a second electronic device as well as a first 
and a second checksum value or information for determining them (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 
6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36); 

means for comparing the device identifiers of the electronic device and the second 
electronic device, the first checksum values and the second checksum values with each other 
(e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36); and, 
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means for updating the contents of the memory component to correspond to the contents 
of the memory component of the second electronic device as a response to the device identifiers, 
the first checksum values and the second checksum values not corresponding to each other (e.g., 
see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36). 

As to claim 14, Fox teaches means for noting the correspondence between the contents of 
the memory component of the electronic device and the contents of the memory component of 
the second electronic device as a response to the device identifiers, the first checksum values and 
the second checksum values corresponding to each other (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 
to col. 8, line 36). 

As to claim 15, Fox teaches means for determining the device identifier to the electronic 
device and/or the first checksum value by accessing them or information for determining them 
from the memory of the electronic device (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 
36). 

1 1 . Fox teaches the invention (claim 16) as claimed including a software product for 
comparing the contents of memory components in electronic devices, wherein the software 
product comprises: 

a software code for determining a device identifier, a first checksum value relating to an 
earlier data transmission event and a second checksum value relating to a second data 
transmission event (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36); 

a software code for receiving the device identifier of the second electronic device as well 
as the first and the second checksum value or information used for determining them (e.g., see 
Figures 6-7); 

***** 



Application/Control Number: 10/747,779 



Art Unit: 2189 



Page 8 



a software code for comparing the device identifiers of the electronic device and the 
second electronic device, the first checksum values and the second checksum values with each 
other (e.g., see Figures 6-8); and, 

a software code for updating the contents of the memory component to correspond to the 
contents of the memory component of the second electronic device as a response to the device 
identifiers, the first checksum values and the second checksum values not corresponding to teach 
other (e.g., see Figures 5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36). 

As to claim 17, Fox teaches a software code for noting the correspondence between the 
contents of the memory component of the electronic device and the contents of the memory 
component of the second electronic device as a response to the device identifiers, the first 
checksum values and the second checksum values corresponding to each other (e.g., see Figures 
5-8 and col. 6, line 39 to col. 8, line 36). 

CONCLUSION 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reba I. Elmore, whose telephone number is (571) 272-4192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday and Wednesday from 7:30am to 6:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor 
for AU 2189, Reginald G. Bragdon, can be reached for general questions concerning this 
application at (571) 272-4204. Additionally, the official fax phone number for the art unit is 
(571) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Tech Center central telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 




Reba I. Elmore 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2189 

Monday, May 01,2006 
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